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         RELEASE DATE: 30th June 2009
Home Education group turn to local college 

for science experience
A lively group of 25 home educated youngsters filled one of the science laboratories at Abingdon and Witney College, on Monday 29th June for a much looked forward to chemistry lesson.
Held on the Abingdon campus, The Flash Bang Chemistry session was a huge success with the children aged between 10-14 years old, the college lecturers, lab technicians and also won the seal of approval from their parents.
Local Abingdon parent, Dawn Taylor, a home educator whose own children (aged 11,12 and 14 years old) took part in the lesson explained:  “The children are really enthusiastic about going to the lab and the places get booked up really quickly.  The sessions are devised to focus on hands-on science, with plenty of time to experiment with the equipment and discover the outcomes, rather than listen to lectures on theory and take notes."
“Project Manager, Owen Holbrook created experimental learning zones along the lab benches which made learning fun, and the activities he devised appealed to all the children involved.”

Owen Holbrook said: “The one element parents who choose to educate their children at home cannot replicate is the experience of going into a real laboratory, putting on a white lab coat and being allowed to use the scientific equipment in a safely controlled environment.”

“We are able to build on the students' own curiosity and passion for chemistry and it is helpful not to be bound by the limitations of the national curriculum.  The college is keen to establish a long term relationship with home educated young scientists, as we feel that one day they will welcome the opportunity of full-time study for qualifications such as A Levels or Diplomas. There is already significant interest in our Forensic Science course at Abingdon, as a progression route to University.”

 
This is the third occasion the college has agreed to deliver experiential Science provision in one of their laboratories, for locally Home Educated children.

You’ll find all the science courses including a two year BTEC National Diploma in Forensic Science, listed in the prospectus available at your local library and on the web www.gotocollege.co.uk.  
If you’re still not sure which course is right for you, phone the college on 01235 555 585 or 01993 703 464.  
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For more information, images or to arrange an interview with 

Owen Holbrook, Project Area Manager, Science & Maths call:

Briony Roberts at Blue Bear Communications on 01367 252 889

Editor’s Notes:  
· A review ordered by the Government estimated that as many as 80,000 children could be educated at home. Previous estimates put the figure between 20,000 and 50,000. 
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